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∂ 

Doxa 

 

 

 

“Every established order tends to produce ( to very 
different degrees and with very different means) the 
naturalization of its own arbitrariness … 

… the social and natural world appears as self-
evident” 

Bourdieu (1999) 



∂ 

Doxa 

 

 

 

 

“what is essential goes without saying because it 
comes without saying” 

 

 

Bourdieu (1999) 



∂ 

Social Justice – a Rawlsian view… 

 

 

 

 

“the principle subject of justice is the basic structure of 
society … the way in which the major social institutions 
distribute fundamental rights and duties and determine the 
division of advantages from social co-operation.”  

 

Rawls (1971) 

 



∂ 

Two principles of justice 

“First: each person is to have an equal right to the most 
extensive scheme  of equal basic liberties compatible with a 
similar scheme of liberties for others 

 

Second: social and economic inequalities are to be arranged 
so that they are both (a) reasonably expected to be to 
everyone’s advantage and (b) attached to positions and 
offices open to all.”  

 

Rawls (1971) 

 



∂ 

The “New” Social Justice… 

“about making society function better – providing the 

support and tools to help turn lives around”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Putting social justice at the heart of British 

politics” 

 



∂ 

The “Easterhouse epiphany” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“IDS went to streets that had seen few Tories in 
recent years, to find out what causes poverty and 
how to put it right”  
 



∂ 

A “latter-day Wilberforce” 

“What brought Duncan Smith back from the land of the 
political dead was his passion for social justice - an aspect 
of his leadership which may have been forgotten by others 
but certainly isn't by him.  His journey from exile through 
the Centre for Social Justice is too well-known to re-tell, 
but it has won him respect from across the political 
spectrum, and beyond it.  Labour has always tried to de-
legitimise its opponents but, even in this post-banking 
crisis world, Duncan Smith's moral standing remains 
somehow unassailable.” 
 



∂ 

“We did this” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“… families locked into generational breakdown, poverty, 

drug addiction and so on. And that really does confront you 

with the thought that we did this—we built the brave new 

world, and look where it’s gone. It was a sort of Damascene 

point.” 



∂ 

Symbolical capital 

 

 

 
 
“The power to impose upon other minds a vision, old or new, 
of social divisions depends on the social authority acquired 
in previous struggles. Symbolic capital is a credit; it is the 
power granted to those who have obtained sufficient 
recognition to be in a position to impose recognition.”   

 

Bourdieu (1989) 



∂ 

Symbolic capital 

  

 

 “The personal narrative about the awakening of 
IDS to the problem of poverty and the consequent 
transformative effect this has had on 
Conservative attitudes to poverty and 
unemployment provides a useful hook on which 
to sell reforms of social security.  

 

Wiggan (2012) 



∂ 

Symbolical capital 

 

 
 
“the CSJ has deliberately fused policy-making expertise with 
poverty-fighting experience … the unique voice of the 
voluntary sector – whose organisations are best placed to 
prevent social breakdown and turn people’s lives around – 
has been prominent … the CSJ has built a unique and deeply 
practical Poverty-fighter’s Alliance” 
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Doxosophers 
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Doxosophers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Those who govern are prisoners of a reassuring entourage of 

young technocrats who often know almost nothing about the 

everyday lives of their fellow citizens and have no occasion to 

be reminded of their ignorance” 

 

Bourdieu (1999) 

 

 



∂ 

“Lackey intellectuals” or “experts in 

legitimacy” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



∂ 

The mis-appropriation of “social justice” 

• Dehistoricized 

• Misrecognized 

• Operationalized 

• Individualized & familialized 

• Commodified 
 



∂ 

Misrecognition 

“The thesis is that our identity is partly shaped by 
recognition or its absence, often by the 
misrecognition of others, and so a person or group 
of people can suffer real damage, real distortion, if 
the people or society around them mirror back to 
them a confining or demeaning or contemptible 
picture of themselves” 

Taylor (1992) 

 
 



∂ 

Misrecognition 

 

 

 

“And those who have no interest in work, because 
they have seen their parents, their neighbours and 
their entire communities sit on benefits for life, have 
simply had their destructive lifestyle confirmed”  

Duncan Smith (2011) 

 



∂ 

Misrecognition 

CSJ Pathways to poverty 

 

• Family breakdown 

• Educational failure 

• Economic dependency and worklessness 

• Addiction 

• Serious personal debt 
 

http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/policy/pathways-to-poverty 
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∂ 

Operationalized 

“we are already leading groundbreaking change.” 

 

“The implementation of Universal Credit from this year is a 
major milestone towards delivering social justice” 

 

“To turn our vision for social justice into a reality, we need 
effective services that challenge the status quo” 

 

Government Social Justice Strategy (2012) 



∂ 

Operationalized 

• Departmentalized – a DWP strategy 

 

• Officialized – ‘authorized language’ 

 

• Localized  - “Recognising the most effective 
solutions will often be designed and delivered at 
a local level” 

 



∂ 

A “second chance society” 

 

 

 

“the strategy sets out our vision for a ‘second chance 
society’.” 

 

“A strong focus on the importance of a ‘second chance 
society’,”  

Government Social Justice Strategy (2012) 

 



∂ 

Individualized… 

 
“Barry was drug dependent, as was his father before him. His 
mother, an alcoholic, split from Barry’s father and met 
another man, at whose hands Barry was physically abused. 
Barry was taken into care. 
 
“I was messed up in a really bad way. My family had 
disowned me… The crime, the drugs, the violence. Nobody 
wanted to know me.” 
 

Government Social Justice Strategy (2012) 
 



∂ 

Individualized… 

 
 
 
 
 
“Deborah was at her wits end. After years of struggling to 
cope her family was falling apart. Her 16 year old son, one of 
5 children, was excluded from school and began drinking 
heavily, using drugs, and refused to look for a job.” 

 

Government Social Justice case study 
 



∂ 

… and familialized 

“In the UK today there are hundreds of thousands of 
individuals and families living profoundly troubled 
lives marked by multiple disadvantages. For 
example, the Government recently identified a 
group of 120,000 troubled families whose lives are 
so chaotic they cost the Government some £9 billion 
in the last year alone.” 

 

Government Social Justice Strategy (2012) 

 



∂ 

Commodified  

“… bringing in new investors – private sector 
companies, high-net individuals, and venture 
capitalists … groups who might never before have 
seen themselves as part of the solution for change … 
my hope is that the tax relief will incentivise anyone 
with savings to put their money into social 
investment.” 

 

Duncan Smith (2013) 

 



∂ 

The ‘new’ social justice – a weak version? 

  

 

  

  

 “In the weak version of this discourse, the solutions lie 

in altering these excluded peoples handicapping 

characteristics and enhancing their integration into 

dominant society.”  

 

Veit-Wilson (1998) 



∂ 

The ‘new’ social justice 

 The new vision of social justice is entirely in keeping with a 
view that: 

 

 “there is no such thing as society. There are individual men 
and women. And there are families” 

 



∂ 

The ‘new’ Anti-social justice? 

“In achieving this dislocation of ‘the social’, the New 
Right governments of the 1980s have begun to 
realise their own visionary sense that ‘there is no 
such thing as society’ … The constructed discourses 
of ‘the social’ wielded by the states ‘social’ 
institutions and the ‘social’ professions bear 
precious little relation to the aspirations of civil 
society that the progressive and democratic 
socialist tradition has long embraced” 

Squires (1990) 



∂ 

Anti-social justice? 

“How might we describe, other than by the 
designation ‘anti-social policy’, proposals which 
increase the distance between rich and poor in 
terms of health, housing and education; proposals 
which increase dependency upon inadequate means 
tested benefits and increase the numbers of 
homeless … or legislation which centralises political 
power and undermines civil liberties?” 

 

Squires (1990) 



∂ 

A changed man? 

 

 

 

“It should make us all angry that while many 
deserving cases are failed by the system, the greedy 
and workshy profit from it. Benefit fraud is now 
estimated at £5 billion per year” 

Duncan Smith (1994) 

 



∂ 

“The ‘mirage’ of social justice”? 

 

 

 

 

 

“The greatest trick the Devil ever pulled was 
convincing the world he didn't exist.” 

The Usual Suspects (1995) 



∂ 

“The ‘mirage’ of social justice”? 

“If political discussion is to become honest it is 
necessary that people should recognize that the 
term is intellectually disreputable, the mark of a 
demagogy or cheap journalism which responsible 
thinkers ought to be ashamed to use because, once 
its vacuity is recognized, its use is dishonest.” 

 

Hayek (1976) 



∂ 

Epoche 

 

 

 

“the deliberate, methodical suspension of naïve 
adherence to the world … It is when the social world 
loses its character as a natural phenomenon that 
the question of the natural or conventional 
character of social facts can be raised” 

Bourdieu (1977) 



∂ 

The role of critical intellectuals 

 

 

 

“it is necessary to break through the screen of often 
absurd, sometimes odious projections, that mask 
the malaise or suffering as much as they express 
it.” 

 

Bourdieu (1999) 



∂ 

Critical intellectuals 

 

 

 

“it is true that any political program that fails to 
take full advantage of the possibilities for action 
(minimal though they may be) that science can help 
uncover, can be considered guilty of nonassistance 
to a person in danger.” 

Bourdieu (1999) 



∂ 

Critical intellectuals 

 

 

 

“what the social world has done, it can, armed with 
this knowledge, undo. In any event, what is certain 
is that nothing is less innocent than non-
interference.” 

Bourdieu (1999) 



∂ 

Develop alternatives 

 

“Only a crisis - actual or perceived - produces real 
change. When that crisis occurs, the actions that are 
taken depend on the ideas that are lying around. 
That, I believe, is our basic function: to develop 
alternatives to existing policies, to keep them alive 
and available until the politically impossible 
becomes the politically inevitable.” 

 

Friedman (1962) 



∂ 

Contact details 

s.j.crossley@durham.ac.uk  

 

www.akindoftrouble.wordpress.com 

 

Twitter - @akindoftrouble  
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